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When founded in 1982/83, the Magnus Hirschfeld &gts aim was to preserve the heritage
of the sexual scientist Magnus Hirschfeld (18688)98r posterity, and to do research on his
work. At that time, this was connected with the aithe GL(BT) movement, which was to
claim a history of its own. When looking more cliysato the matter of the work and
achievements of Dr. Hirschfeld, we soon noticed tha focus on GL(BT) history was far too
narrowlto capture the importance of Hirschfeld Hothsexual science and for cultural
history:

My paper explores some of the steps we took indignthe material remnants of Hirschfeld’'s
cultural heritage over some thirty years of redeard collecting. It should be read together
with the corresponding paper by Don McLeod on “8digity and the Papers of Magnus
Hirschfeld: The Case of Ernst Maass,” where hegavéot of detail about one of our joint
searches. And, please, keep in mind that my Englisbt as good as my German. Thus, the
German version of this paper sometimes is moreifspétan this oné.

Preface

When we started to look for Hirschfeld’s heritafj@yas a common belief that hardly
anything of Hirschfeld’s personal belongings omtefrom his Institute for Sexual Science
would have survived. Manfred Herzer compiled aiprelary short list of single Hirschfeld
letters which survived in various archives, libegtiand private collections. It was known,
too, that some single books from the library of liitute had survived in private or public
libraries. But no whole collection was known or ltbbe expected to exist in a library or an
archive. This was due to the political and persaitahtion at the time of Hirschfeld’s death.
The Institute’s furniture and assets, as well bthalequipment of Hirschfeld’s private rooms
and his personal papers, were thought to be lostvéo.

Members of our society had been in contact witeva¢ontemporaries who had been active
members of the Scientific-Humanitarian Committed P, had worked for awhile in some
position at the Institute, or had taken part inwloek of the World League for Sexual Reform,
for example, Kurt Hillet, Erhart Lohnbery Giinter Maedér Bruno Vogel, and Herbert
Lewandowski. Others had been clients of the Institute. Wetlgeir storie€ But how should
we proceed from there?

The first step in a probate case is always to &efarcthe legal heirs or heirs who are
mentioned in a will. In the case of Dr. Hirschféhét meant: What happened to his
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Foundation (the Institute), and where did his peasbelongings and assets go? Since
Hirschfeld had died in exile, at least those itémisis possession could have been given to
his heirs. All the assets of the Foundation, ofrseudid not belong to Hirschfeld any more,
and, even worse, were located in (Nazi) Germanywiienot in a position to leave those
assets to his heifsThus, there might be archives which could haveeniiormation, or even
possess items.

One of the first sources was found by Manfred Baanig German restitution and
compensation filet? But they contained little information about thstitute’s archive and
library, and for other items, such as paintingstbeer works of art that had been in the
Institute, they offered nearly nothing—so that athe the restitution authorities had dropped
that part of the case. Concerning the Foundatidredame clear that German courts in the
1950s ruled that it was dissolved legally, so thate was no chance of a simple re-
establishment.

These files contained a copy of Hirschfeld’s ladt and testament, filed in Nice, tdo.There
were two heirs named—Karl Giese, and Li Shiu Tongéd-several persons listed who should
get a legacy, which consisted of an amount of mohbgse legacies were given to members
of the larger family, to friends, and to long-timervants for their services. In addition, there
was the name of a storage company in Paris, whiesettfield had stored away items. This
was much more than outsiders could expect, becausermany wills are not public records
and access is restricted to legally entitled pess8o we were lucky to find a photocopy of
that will as part of the restitution files, whiclere in an archive with less strict access rules.

Soon we realized that we knew hardly anything abimeiinstitute for Sexual Science—about
the persons working there, or about the institithrey had created for their work, or about
the scientific or social context in which they wedk Every name, every organization, and
every political connection mentioned had to be Exbkp somewhere—if there was some
reference material at all. There existed no mafurahe history of sexual scienteThere
were no biographical dictionaries referring to #npgrsons of interest to t0nly the older
generation had made it into the “Pag¥Ifut the careers of most members of the younger
generation of researchers or physicians endedd#iey could leave their mark in a
dictionary. And where should we look up all thogesons who weren’t physicians or writers,
but jurists®, politicians of the second or third tier, or jastivists in lay movements, or even
domestic personnel? And there was no way of systeatlst searching for people who had
come as visitors, guests, or patients into the daomrshad some relation with its collaborators.

Our research method was not a systematic oneabhsiee tried to grab every clue and loose
end we could find. Only from today’s point of vie&an we describe more systematically what
we did.

° It was only later that we realized that those &emme back into Hirschfeld’s possession through th
dissolution of the Foundation and his efforts tg liem back from the Nazis, and thus became pdrisaéstate.
10 ¢f. Baumgardt 1984b, Baumgardt 2000
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Some questions to start with:

a) What are we looking for?
Objects: Books, pictures, photographs, lettersjuseripts, documents
Personal memories (diaries)
Official memories: Files, (public) records
b) Whom do we look for?
Legal heirs
Family members
Friends
Correspondence partners
Collaborators
c) Where do we search?
Libraries and Archives—Topic catalogues, Findiitga
Private Collections
(Auto-)Biographies (Dissertations!)
City directories, telephone directories
Newspaper articles
Cemeteries, and virtual cemeteries (e.g., databzfséad Vasherf and JewishGén)
Recently: genealogical databases and Internetisesaim general

I'll restrict myself to some details and storiefereng to questions b) and c¢): Whom, and
where do we search?—The answer to the first questould have been “Everything!” in the
beginning of our work. It was only through accuntetafindings and knowledge that we were
able to be more specific about what to expectspexial place.

The Heirs

According to Hirschfeld’s last will and testamethigre were two heirs—Karl Giese and Li
Shiu Tong—but searching for them turned out to iffecdit from the beginning: Karl Giese
had committed suicide in Brno in 1938, and the lkemiarl Fein, who would have been able
to inform us about Karl’s estate, did not survilie German occupation of Czechoslovakia.
For us, research in Czechoslovakia was complicdtiedo the language barrier. Details about
Giese’s life after Hirschfeld’s death were fountefan a correspondence with the domestic
worker Adelheid Rennhack (see below), in a corredpace with the Institute’s physician
Max Hodann, as well as—much later—in a correspooelevith Ernst Maass (see below).
But from those letters we could only learn thatg@idid not get his share of the Hirschfeld
assets (or only got it very late). At least, he mlidl have access to the Hirschfeld diaries in
1936. We expect to learn more from the researdhHbas Soetaert recently conducted in the
Czech Republic.

As for Li Shiu Tong, we knew that he had lived iarich but had avoided any contact with
Germans and especially German authorities. In ¢éggnining of 1960 he had relocated to
Hong Kong. To search for a Chinese with the nam&idin Hong Kong seemed impossible
to us, especially as we did not know the Chineseagiters of his name. But even after we
had his name in his own handwriting, the searchemiout to be fruitles€. Unexpected good
luck (and the Internet) helped with tHisErom time to time, | do a routine search for

18 hitp://db.yadvashem.org/names/search.html?langeanésst checked 29 May2012)
7 hitp://www.jewishgen.org/databasékst checked 29 May 2012)

8 Berner 1989a, and the correction in Berner 1989b

9 In German, this story is told in Dose 2003a




“Magnus Hirschfeld”. One slightly drunken nightjghioutine search went astray into a
newsgroup search (where | normally did not seaf€hlries came up upside down, the oldest
on top, entered shortly after the creation of thé&/World (17 March 1994).

sci.psychology

1 Machricht - Alle ausblenden - Alles (bersefzen in die Sprache: Deutsch

SteakFace Profil anzeigen Ubersetzen in die Sprache: Deutsch

I'm looking for information concerning the psychologist and founder of the
Institute of Sexual Science in Berlin, Or Magnus Hirschfeld and his
assistant Li Shiu Tong. | recently came across some papers and items
belonging to Mr Tong (including photos, notes, and a notebook that appears
to be written by Dr Hirschfeld), and I'm curious to know if they are of any
signficance ar interest.

Flease reply by email to asm_.@prodigy.bc.ca or by fax to 604 669 9182,
Thank You

SteakFace asm...@prodigy.bc.ca
design - communications - media manipulation - publicity stunts
datapanik control - vancouver - canada

“It gets done my way, or it doesnt get done at all.”

As you may easily see, it took some efforts to timel author: Somehow, | managed to find
out that the author was a certain “Adam Smith”, ysu cannot reasonably search for “Adam
Smith” on the Internet, and ten-year-old e-mailia@ddes are useless. | spent a sleepless night
on many trials to find a clue, and finally founevabsite where the words “steakface” and
“datapanik” showed up. | sent an e-mail to the award after ten minutes, | had a response
from Toronto. Yes, that request was posted by me exerything is still sitting in my cellar.
You can imagine that | was close to a heart attakny enough, the real name of the person
was “Adam Smith”. The next day, he sent me soméqgmnaphs of a suitcase and its contents,
which gave me another heart attack: There was, griwds of other things, the Hirschfeld
death mask, a booklet named “Testament. HefthEre were photographs, and copies of rare
journals.



Hirschfeld's Testament. © Adam Smith eDeath Mask. © Adam Smith

Adam told me that he had known Mr. Li only from rtiegs in the elevator of the building,
exchanging a friendly “Good morning, Mr. Li". Hedhaome across these items because as a
student, he earned some money by cleaning outuimgster of the building once a week.
And one day, after Mr. Li's death, he found allghcstrange things in that room, which he
thought should not be just thrown away. He couldraad German, and, of course, not at all
old German handwriting—but nevertheless, afterragki family member for permission, he
put those items into a suitcase and took everythorge. His later wife, Nancy, at that time a
medical student, had heard the name of Hirschéeldhey knew that they had found
something important. Adam, belonging to a youngeregation, was ahead of time when he
posted his findings on the Internet: in 1994 red®ens in the field of history would not really
use this medium. Thus, he got some strange ansldrapthing that convinced him of
donating those items to anyone.



The suitcase. © Adam Smith

Now, with the address of Li’s last residence, | teanto find his family. And knowing the
year of his death, | started to look for his willaoprobate file. | am now a professional
probate researcher, but at that time, | did notkkaaything and had to learn how to do such a
search. | knew from Adam that Li owned his aparttmenGermany, with an address, you
can easily find information about a real estate.iBWCanada, | had to learn, you need to
know the name of the present owner, and in addifion should know whether the building

is on federal, provincial, or communal ground. Asliional information, Adam had heard
family rumours that Mr. Li had given parts of h@lection to local archives. Thus, | started
an Internet search for “Li collection” in Britishollimbia archives and libraries—to no avail.
Since | did not know the name of the present ovan®dr. Li's apartment, | asked a friend
who was going on a holiday to Vancouver to cheekithilding’s inhabitants. Being German,

| had expected the names of the inhabitants testezllat the entrance intercom, not just
apartment numbers. But Adam had provided us withagbartment number so my friend could
ask the building manager for the name of the irthahiand got it—but that did not help,
since she had rented the apartment.

Later, | myself had some correspondence with thieling manager, and she directed me to a
former neighbour of Mr. Li, with an incomplete adds somewhere in Canada—a name, a
city, and a postcode; no street address. Nevesthatey letter reached her, and she was very
polite and gave me more information about Mr. LinoAhad loved to travel, and with his wife
had often visited his son in New York City. It wasly after some more research that | found
out: Mr. Li was never married, and there was noiaddew York City. (I had identified a
possible person from some Internet searches, butalier get an answer from that one.)



At the same time, through Internet research, llbached that it was possible to get access to
Canadian probate files, but a death date wouldeleded. | did not have an exact death date,
just a year and a probable month. Canadian praoate websites suggested engaging local
researchers, but their cost per hour was far beyontheans. So | sent a request to the
probate court | had identified as the one that tingive the file of Mr. Li myself, offering
reimbursement for any copies. For about half a,ythare was nothing; and | even forgot that
search. Then, one day, | had a big envelope frona@ain my mailbox. It contained a
complete copy of the probate file of Mr. Li, withcany charge. Maybe, there was some queer
person on duty at the Probate Court? The file coatbthe addresses of all those family
members who had become heirs of Mr. Li. Again, adsles of 1994 were outdated in 2003,
but it was easy enough to find an actual addrefiseoéxecutor—one of the younger brothers
of Mr. Li, who had some 24 siblings.

| sent a letter, and received a fax confirming thatfamily had more items from their
brother’s and uncle’s estate, especially books,askeéd for a “reasonable offer” as they
wanted to sell everything. | told Adam about tlaisd in his answer he came up with the
suggestion that he and Nancy wanted to donateshigase to the Magnus Hirschfeld
Society: “Should | send it or will someone come antlect it in Toronto?” At this point, |
decided to go to Canada, though I did not havertbeey for such an excursion, nor did the
Hirschfeld Society. | told Dr. Hermann Simon of tBentrum Judaicum in Berlin about this
new development, and he kindly suggested thatuldhmook a flight immediately and send
him the bill. And so, with additional help from Gadian and U.S. friends who offered to
invite me for lectures, | was able to go to Toroatm Vancouver in February, 2003. First, |
visited Adam Smith and collected the donated ssi#cand then | spent a few days in
Vancouver. Li Shiu Tong’s brother invited me to bfice, showed me Chinatown, and later
even invited me to his home to have a closer ladkeabooks they were keeping. | made a
list and later from home we offered a price we fhu@asonable. Unfortunately, the family
expected much more—far beyond our means. So wéhadit. Later we were able to come
to an agreement that was acceptable for both sédekso all the books from the Hirschfeld
estate that had been in Li Shiu Tong's possessimnve died came back to Berlin in 2666.

| wanted to find out more about Li's last yearst the family could (or would) not tell much.
Mr. Li, the much younger brother, put it like thi®ly brother was a strange man—he did not
drink, he did not smoke, and he did not like worhéfy answer to this was: “I'm a bit
strange, too—but | drink.” Li Shiu Tong had liveld@e in his apartment on Barclay Street,
halfway between downtown and boystown, and he wapartsman, playing tennis. | could
not find out who was his tennis partner. But, Irfdthis tomb, after calling all and every
cemetery in Vancouver, and on my last day in Canlagtas able to put some flowers there in
order to honour a true friend of Magnus Hirschféld.

2 |n recent publications available in the intermemisinterpretation can be found: The papers &Hhiii Tong
are not in Minnesota but in the archives of the MagHirschfeld Society in Berlin, Germany. The Jean
Nickolaus Tretter Collection at the University ofriviesota in Minneapolis generously helped withghechase,
and they got all those items that were duplicafewiated matter.

% There is an article by Ron Dutton about my advesstin VVancouver on the internet:
http://archives.xtra.ca/Story.aspx?s=22653R8 set the record straight: | never authorizedratorsed this
article. | told Ron the story in confidence whends in Vancouver, and urged him not to publish laimgt
prematurely or without my explicit consent. He neasked for that, and so there is a lot of mistaken
information, especially about my encounters with thfamily. | am sorry for this breach of confiden




Memorial plate for Li Shiu Tong, Vancouver BC, Fstreawn Memorial Park. © Ralf Doe

When talking about the search for the Hirschfelalshé should mention, too, one of our big
mistakes. Actually, we only found out this yearttive@ made a mistake:

We had the information who was Hirschfeld’'s execuimgether with an address in Paris,
France. The source included the information thatHpeinz Herzfelder had closed his law
office at the end of the 1960s, and therefore agtkederlin probate court to name someone
else as an executor (which was never done). Siedead no further information, we

imagined this Dr. Herzfelder as of the same agdiehfeld, and supposed he was no longer
alive when we started our work in the 1980s. At thme—without the Internet—researching
a person abroad was much more difficult, and wendideally know how to proceed. Thus,
we never consulted a Paris phone book (I am nat suee that such a phone book would
have been available easily in Berlin). Only aftex millennium were there a few entries on
the Internet about Dr. Herzfelder, but still with@mny dates. The dates were only published in
2007%—and we consulted this book thoroughly only thiaryevhen we were searching for
someone else. There he was: Dr. Herzfelder di€irs in 1998. We could have asked him,
if only we had known.

Family Members

The next step when searching for an estate wouldddéng for offspring, and if there is no
offspring of the testator one would look for theldten of his siblings. In Hirschfeld's case it
was clear that it was the wider family which we hadbok for. Which meant, in the first
instance, we had to find out who (and where) theyew

A few connections (parents, siblings) are mentionddirschfeld’s writings, but even there
details are missing, and in most cases there aexat data. Especially on his mother’s side
there was nothing (even now, the date of his méhigrath is unknown). From the files of the

22| adwig-Winters 2007



compensation court we knew a few names of perstwshad survived the Shoah, but, again,
the addresses given were so incomplete that alrssaetned useless: Where do you look for
“Franz Mann, Africa”?

One of those strange searches for family membeysbmanentioned. In his part of the little
booklet given to his sister Franziska for her sitktibirthday, Hirschfeld mentions that their
father had a beloved brother named Eduard. Thihérdad travelled to California around
1848, “to bring bodily nourisment, and above alinshment for their souls” to the settlers
and gold-seekers. On his way back to Europe in@®®s he had drowned off the coast of
South Carolina. As a memory to his brother, Hermidimachfeld had named his second son
Eduard, and the name of Franziska, of course, ltathection to San Francisco, the last
residence of this brothéf . The question was: Could we substantiate such #yféegend with
facts? City directories of San Francisco for thpsars don’t exist, and the newspaper lists of
arriving passengers only list First Class passenged neglect the Steerage passengers. But,
there was the sinking of the ship. In fact, thees\a ship that sank in a storm in 1857 near the
coast of South Carolina which was bringing passenfgem the west coast to New York. The
spectacular story of the rescue of the treasurésecdS Central America has been
published? and the passenger list has been reconstr@t&duard Hirschfeld must have
made some fortune in California—he could afforsEClass for his way back.

Completely out of the blue, many years ago a grandhter of Hirschfeld’s sister Jenny left a
message on our answering machine. She is livingytodMelbourne, Australia, with her
family, and one night had watched Rosa von Praumbdilm “The Einstein of Sex” on local
TV. She wanted to tell us that she was a granceroéthis great man. According to our
research we knew that her father, Jenny’s son G&udi Hauck, had escaped the Nazis to
Australia, but we had no additional information abhbis family. When | called her back and
said, “You must be a daughter of Giinter Rudi Hduslke exclaimed in surprise, “How do
you know?” Gaby and Leon Cohen visited us twicBémlin, and gave us copies of family
photographs and papers, and they have become gendd.

Gaby Cohen at the tomb of her great aunt Franaikkan,
Berlin-Weissensee, September 2009. © Ralf Dose

Even “Franz Mann, Africa” could be found recentl
A member of his family had the (wrong) idea that
there might be a connection with the famlly of the

of Hirschfeld’s sister Franziska). We had to
disappoint her but could replace the expected

2 gee Hirschfeld 1919
24 Kinder 1998
% Bowers, Doty 2002

9



genealogical databases and combining the resulisdata from already digitalized registers,
it is now possible to get plausible results evemfia beginning with very fragmentary data.

A good example for such a search and its restitteisearch for Ernst Maass, a second grade
cousin (and great nephew). Don McLeod helped usvbenh we had made a bad research
mistake, and subsequently he found another treaswe He tells this story in his paper
“Serendipity and the Papers of Magnus Hirschfelte Tase of Ernst Maass”.

We are grateful for the result of this search, siwe were given a large amount of
correspondence, photographs, documents, and gegitdlnotes by Ernst Maaé$Those
genealogical notes made it possible for the finsetto add the side of Hirschfeld’s mother to
the family tre€’” which leads to a fascinating insight: many morenmers of the larger

family had been involved in the work of the Ingt&dior Sexual Science than we had
expected. They worked there as students or asgénsj or they helped securing finances.

Background Searches

Background searches and social settings quicklybooethe search for persons with the
history of institutions. The name of Hirschfelddsao the Scientific-Humanitarian
Committee, the Society for Sexual Science (and Bisggeand Sexual Politics) (Gesellschaft
fur Sexualwissenschaft (und Eugenik/Eugenetik, Bexualpolitik)), the Institute for Sexual
Science® and the World League for Sexual Reféfrivttention, too, has to be given to
publications likeJahrbuch fir sexuelle Zwischenstuf§earbook for Sexual Intermediates
Zeitschrift fur Sexualwissenschafiournal of Sexual Sciengéitteilungen des WhK
(Newsletter of the SH&, Die Aufklarung(Enlightenment’. The co-authors of Hirschfeld’s
books, and the journals edited by collaboratorg. (Bie Ehe/Marriagg, should not be
neglected —all of them add a crowd of involved pgeop

Thus, it is not really surprising that after sorae years there was a moment in our research
when we got the impression that though we had wiggbmass of material we were losing
the overview. This happened when—due to politiealedlopments in Germany after 1989—
we were able to employ a larger number of reseasdbe a limited time with labour office
money. With the help of these colleagues we creatdtonological table of events at the
Institute, where we tried to compile all the detaile knew already, including the sources. We
never published this chronic, since its fragmentdrgracter was completely clear to us.
Anyway, this was a good working instrument for apcoming research: To keep track of
what we already knew, and how we knew it.

This is the place to remember a defunct instituéind its former director, to whom we owe
much for this period of our research: the Library¥edical and Science History at the
Humboldt University and Dr. Kasbohm—she always kimewdvance what we needed. The
library has become part of the Humboldt Univerityrary. Before the computer age, this
library had one big advantage: There was not otlighly sophisticated topical catalogue,
but an extensive personal name catalogue, toontaied the sources for even minimal
notices like “Professor X was called on the chair¥ in Z”. Jubilee notes and rare essay

% Dose 2011

27\With respect to this, my explanations in Dose 28@outdated, a revised version is forthcoming.
% Herrn 2004

2 Dose 1993, English Dose 1999 and Dose 2003b

%0 pfafflin 1985

¥ Dose 1991a, Dose 1991b
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collections were easy to find there—and regulady gould fetch the original from the
shelves immediately.

Two early examples for searches before the Intexgetmay be presented here:

a) in a letter by Hirschfeld written in exile inf%ahe mentions: “Zammert has gone to
Wiesbaden.” The physician Edmond Zammert—this wasmsi—had made it possible for
Hirschfeld to open his Institute again in ParisvBopondered why someone who was safe
from the Nazis would go back to Nazi Germany? Hatrhave had strong reasons—maybe
family? Looking into the phone book of Wiesbaderhia 1980s showed nearly a dozen
namesakes. We wrote letters to all of them, andge¢ral answers: They did not know
Edmond Zammert. But then the last answer came &omlderly lady who presented herself
as Edmond Zammert's daughter. She invited me ttvbbese—one of the best
neighbourhoods in Wiesbaden on top of the Nerolzerd after a talk over the coffee table on
a beautiful balcony, she finally placed a littleaden box with Japanese dildos between the
cups and plates, saying “I do like those, but yannot have them on the piano—people
would talk!”

Japanisches Dildo-Kdstchen

Jrde. How, Mefoll, Hale

Oberbfelbsel auy dem 1933 fast restios
2erstarten il Hicgchlongs,
ARG R SRR e A w L T
DRRLNI AT U Eapsimes | japnsshall, Bt

Dildo box from Japan
Jade, trorn, metal, woad
Remnant from the Hirschfeld institute atmoze i
totaily desiroyed in 1933
Magounirpobid Gese sl &V, Fericnungssiate oo
Crueiehis fer Saindiwisseniohall, Beiin
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In this case, it was even very
easy to find out that the little
box had been in the Institute’s
collection: there is a
photograph in one of
Hirschfeld’s books? Today,

the box is on loan from the
Magnus Hirschfeld Society to
the Jewish Museum in Berlin.
Ms. Zammert had got more
items from her father, but when
she was in need of some
money she sold them to a
Wiesbaden antique shop run by

Otto Valentiner, a friend and a JHarikata
tenant |n her house Otto Japanisches Ipsations-Instrumentarium.
Valent|ner SOld h|S f"’m arou nd (Collectio Japanica Schedel des Institus fiir Sexualwissenschaft, Berlin.)

1992, and is said to have lived
in South America later. We
never got an answer to our
request to whom he had sold
those items. Ms. Zammert,
who needed nursing during her
last years, left her house to a
family that cared for her. We
asked for permission to search
the attic for more treasures, but
did not get any answer.

From Hirschfeld/Linsert: Liebesmittel. Berlin
1930

Die einzelnen Stiicke des Instrumentariums nebeneinander aufgestellt.

b) With the World League for

Sexual Reform, Hirschfeld had organized a serigstefnational conferences (Copenhagen
1928, London 1929, Vienna 1930, and Brno 1932)r& nere always local organizers. The
congress volume for 1930 was edited by Norman Hautmost of his correspondence from
those days did not survive. llse Kokula alertecbisut Dora Russell’s autobiograptiy,

which includes a section about the London congttksvas very clear from that book that
Dora Russell had done most of the organizationakviar the congress. Organizing a
conference at that time meant writing letters. fidgilting question was: where are the papers
of Dora Russell? The few obituaries we found ditdlsay anything about that. We sent a
request to Sheila Rowbotham, and got in return “@tetis an interesting question.” It
seemed that nobody had cared so far for those papail. My last idea was to send a
recommended letter “To the Executor of the late.Ndsra Russell” in Porthcurno—a small
Cornwall village where she had lived. The idea bdhhis was simple: In such a small village
the postmaster will know (or can easily find out)oacares for the estate of such a prominent
former inhabitant. Against all hope this trick wetk It was only ten days later that | had a

32 Hirschfeld, Linsert (1930), after p. 282. Theddilbox is presented hetetp://www.jmberlin.de/main/DE/06-
Presse/03-Fotodownload/06-Dauerausstellung_obglde/ahl-dauerausstellung_objekte.flast checked 28
May.2012)

% Kokula 1986

3 Russell 1989, pp. 210, 217ff.
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letter from Dora Russell's daughter Kate. She ladecto her mother’s house from Canada
in order to care for the last steps of the estatistgibution. She told us that they were waiting
for the government’s permission to export the papeAmsterdam’s [ISG/IISH. If we
needed access to the papers immediately, she dtiedo that the same winter in
Porthcurno—but we should keep in mind that evenglwas packed, and there was no
heating in the house. The keys would be with tllage mayor. Due to financial reasons, |
was not able to accept this kind offer right on spet.

We waited until the papers had reached Amsterdachyéth the kind help of Heiner Becker

| was the first one to have a closer look at tHfdsemover’'s boxes of correspondence, which
were not catalogued at that time. Thus, | found tdtdetails about the WLSR which cannot
be drawn from the printed congress repdtis. addition, there was some correspondence
with German emigrants after 1933. The Institutdiggician Max Hodann, whose daughter
Renate attended Dora Russell’'s Beacon Hill Schmodwhile, had lived there in 1936
himself when he was struggling for some kind of rexigtence in Britain. His letters to her
lead to many other archives, where there were mieta!s about this emigrant’s fateLots

of pape§r7s in the Dora Russell collection (which basn catalogued since) still wait for
readers.

| may add an example from recent times. Over maysy the writer Kurt Hiller was one of
the most important collaborators of Hirschfeldhe Scientific-Humanitarian Committee.
Access to his papers was one of the idle desiréterdture historians of all kinds, as well as
ours. Hiller's last companion, Horst H.W. Mulleerded access for everyone, and did not
even answer letters. The Kurt Hiller Society evatijugot hold of those papéfsafter Horst
H.W. Muller had committed suicide—no one had kn@bout it, so the circumstances of
saving Hiller’'s papers make an adventurous stogodfs. Since we are on very friendly terms
with the Kurt Hiller Society, we were able to makse of many parts of that correspondence.
One of the projects that profited much was the fasipgy of Bruno VogéP, a young writer

who had been working at the Institute for awhilat Bie most intriguing find was a couple of
letters by a certain former lawyer Eugen Wilhelm-denthe pseudonym “Numa Praetorius”
he had for decades written articles for Wemarbook for Sexual Intermediat&snally, there

was a chance to find out something about the faEigen Wilhelm, which had looked
impossible before.

From his letters to Hiller we learned that he haised the Second World War and a period
of incarceration in a concentration camp (Schirméokbruck). He had spent his last years
with his niece and his nephew “on our propertyhi@ Yosges mountains”™—no proper names,
no exact place given. But, the dates of the letteade it possible to determine a period within
which Wilhelm must have died. So we asked a colledgom Strasbourg, Régis Schlagden-
hauffen, to look for a tomb at local cemeteries mslearch for persons who might be in
charge of that tomb. He came up with a large famoilgb carrying so many names and dates
that little additional genealogical work was neettedlentify the family. One of the great
nieces had the papers we were looking for, in arathitcase, that originally was kept by
Eugen Wilhelm’s sister, who was very fond of hey feother. It had been handed over to her
daughter, and subsequently to her granddaughttr tine words: “Some day someone will
come who is interested in that stuff.” “And now yane here,” said the great niece when our

% See Dose 1999, Dose 2003b

% Dose 1996, Spanish: Dose 1997

37 http://www.iisg.nl/archives/en/files/fARCH01225 ptiast checked 28 May 2012)
38 http://www.hiller-gesellschaft.de/nachlass.htm#nas$(last checked 28 May 2012)
% Wolfert 2012
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emissary rang at her door. Among many other itétugen Wilhelm had kept a diary
between 1885 and 1951, the fifty-five volumes ofchirsurvive. The Magnus Hirschfeld
Society is working on an editidfi.

Archives

There is only one archive worldwide that has agioal collection under the name of
Hirschfeld. The collection is known as “Hirschfeddrapbook” and is at the Kinsey Institute
in Bloomington, Indian&® The name is a bit misleading, since the “scrapb@okot a
notebook or something like that kept by Hirschféistead, it is a huge folio album
containing press clippings, correspondence, mimfteseetings of local SHC groups,
pictures, posters, brochures, and so on. Mostigbitiginated from the papers of the
Hamburg SHC-member Carl Theodor Hoefft (1855-198id)l may have been in the Institute
after Hoefft had died. Additional loose items mayé been put into the album after the
ransacking of the Institufé.How this convolute came into the possession afefilKinsey

we could not find out. Ernst Maass may have takefter Hirschfeld’'s death; or was it with
Li Shiu Tong, who for awhile lived in the U.S. dogithe Second World War (first at Harvard
University, then Washington, DC). A quite differemiy into Kinsey'’s collection is well
possible.

It is commonplace that there is always more mdtariarchives than one had expected.
Expert archivists are invaluable in finding thossasures. | remember the fun it was to
exchange faxes (that was before the e-mail agaftertthe letter-writing ages) with Lesley
Hall at the Wellcome Institute in London, when Isy@eparing for a short stay there. As an
answer to each and every fax | sent | got sometlikeg“If you are searching for X, you
should have a look at Y too, and in addition, weehd". Due to very limited financial means
and time | could only work with a small fractiontbieir holdings, and | could only browse
additional sources at the Department of Westernudenipts of the British Library.

Of similar helpful expertise was Bianca Welzinglat Berlin State Archive. We knew, of
course, about the impotence remedy called “TituglBeand its connection with the original
medication called “Testifortan”, manufactured innitaurg by Promonta. It was known, too,
that the files of “Promonta” had been lost during war, and that the site of the “Titus” firm
in East Berlin had been filled with new buildingghat we did not know: The “Titus” files
had survived due to the fact that this pharmacaléicterprise had been socialised after the
war in the German Democratic Republic and thusbembme a state firm. That was why
their files ended up in the State Archive (normalhe files of private enterprises are not
within the scope of German State Archives). Thisironous collection contains many
details about the connection between the “Titushfi‘Promonta” in Hamburg, and the
Institute for Sexual Science. It is even possiblealculate the exact amount of money the
Nazi authorities squeezed out of the looted “Titis#nce®® No restitution ever has been
given for that.

From time to time, searches in archives need avollp. We knew for many years that the
German Literature Archive in Marbach has two itemtheir collection: the Hirschfeld exile
guestbook, and a correspondence with the writet RKucholsky. When | recently
experimented with their new online database to fintlhow it works, | suddenly got three

0 Schlagdenhauffen 2011, Dubout 2011

“ http://www.kinseyinstitute.org/library/hirschfelrt (last checked 28 May 2012)

*2 Keilson-Lauritz, Pfafflin 1999, 2000, 2002

*3 Dose, Ralf: Weimars Viagra. In: Mitteilungen deadyhus-Hirschfeld-Gesellschaft. Forthcoming
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matches instead of the expected two. There wasdditianal Hirschfeld autograph among the
papers of the writer Erich Késtner, together wittoenpletely unknown private photograph of
the cinders of the Berlin book burning in 1933. MaKeilson-Lauritz and | published this
little extra recently*

Things Found by Chance

In the early 1980s, an antiquarian book dealerefféwo volumes to a friend that had been

in the former possession of Hirschfeld. Their preargce was clear, since they were dedicated
copies. And even more: The thief had entered msenato the books: “Looted on May 6,
1933, by Fritz Kronker” is written in pencil on tifigleaf. Unfortunately, we could not find

this Fritz Kronker until now.

Other rare book dealers offer books from the lasdis library or from the estates of former
collaborators, friends, etc., every now and thethd prices are reasonable and our means
allow the purchase, the Magnus Hirschfeld Societystsuch items.

While the Nazi book burning was in preparation, ooeld read in the German press that, of
course, no works of scientific value would be butrizut only “dirt and smut® If this is

true, in the case of the Institute’s library ther®uld be more undetected items somewhere in
libraries. It was only very recently that we goeasf those from the Berlin Public Library.
They are doing a complete revision of their holdiagd found that book on their shelves. It
had been given to the Public Library after the wegether with many others which did not
belong to the Hirschfeld Institute. Unfortunatdlye accession book has no information
where this book was between 1933 and 1945.

To make the libraries’ research for the provenasfdleir books easier, we recently
published the typical library stamps and the simelfks used by Hirschfeld, by the Institute
for Sexual Science, and by the Scientific-HumaidtaCommitteé'®

0 BIELIOTHER

L8 i ) BES INSTITUTS FUR SEXUALWISSENSCHAFT
k w: E ._." l(','.; 2 DR MAGNUSG HIHSEH"ELG'ET|FTUNE
R S L BERLIN MW 40, IN DEN ZELTEN %2 u. 10

Typical Shelfmarks and Library Stamps Used at Hiifsid's
Institute

e

Prominent Objects

Magnus Hirschfeld’s exile guest book is, of cours®e of the most important and most
interesting objects. It was even discovered twitggpendently. Our discovery story goes like
this. Sometime after the death of a close commendr his partner packed his books.
Among those, he found a copy of the catalogue “$triegebiet der Intelligenz”, which had
accompanied an exhibit at the Literaturhaus BéBtSept to 30 Oct 1988) We all had
missed that exhibit. This catalogue, | was toldrdtie phone, contained a photograph of a

44 Keilson-Lauritz, Dose 2009, Dose, Keilson-Laugf10

“>Herrn 2010, see p. 150 for possible remaindetlepicture archives.
“6 Dose, Herrn 2005, 2006

“"Wichner et al. 1990
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Hirschfeld guest book. Not believing what | hedndevertheless headed for the Heinrich-
Heine-Bookstore at the Zoo station—the only boalsio West Berlin at that time that was
open at night and could be expected to have eviagyiou needed in arts and literature. Of
course, they had it high up on their shelves. Arad it was: Hirschfeld’s exile guest book,
on loan in Berlin from the German Literature Aralhim Marbach, and we had missed it. But,
this mistake became an inspiration, and we brotighguest book to Berlin again for our
exhibit on the 78 anniversary of the Institute’s foundation (Schveulduseum, Berlin,

1994).

There is a different discovery story by Marita Keih-Lauritz, and she has told it herself
some time ago, together with the fascinating stdihe guest boo® Her working copy of

the guest book has been on display in various @sffigand | do hope it will be here at the
ALMS conference, to0). It is such a huge amoumwark to decipher the about 200
autographical entries (many in foreign languagekfareign alphabets), to identify their
authors, and to reconstruct their biographies bhaat tonnections with Hirschfeld. From
those connections, on the other hand, it is passtbfeconstruct missing parts of Hirschfeld’s
biography?° At the end of this immense amount of work we hfspea facsimile edition of

this unique document. The newly founded FederaldiMe Hirschfeld” FoundatiGhwill

have one of its central tasks here.

Marita Keilson-Lauritz' Working Copy of the Hirseid Exile Guestbook on Display in Berlin, 2011/1R@lf Dose

| already mentioned the second important ego-doatsreHirschfeld’s hand-written
“Testament. Heft II”, kept between 1929 and 198% hot exactly what one would expect as
a last will and testament, but contains additiomdés that Hirschfeld wanted to leave for
those who would continue his work. From time todjrthere are intersections offering
reviews of things that had happened during the pasiths. This is especially true for the
time of the trip around the world and the yearsxile. The book was not written
continuously, and sometimes Hirschfeld only tookwvdamames. Nevertheless, this booklet
offers a deep insight into Hirschfeld’s life and liéelings during the last seven years of his
life.  am preparing an annotated facsimile edit@amended with letters and documents from
the second suitcase donated by Rob Maass—e.ghifitds passport (1928-33), and a
scrapbook with notes from Ascona and the Frende einancial help from the Federal
“Magnus Hirschfeld” Foundation will be needed fhistedition, too.

8 Keilson-Lauritz 2004

49 Keilson-Lauritz 2006

%0 Keilson-Lauritz 2008, 2011

1 www.mh-stiftung.dg(last checked 28 May 2012)
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These two documents from Hirschfeld’s life provede really a challenge when searching
for Hirschfeld’s cultural heritage. He travellectttvorld, and left traces everywhere. Already
before he left for his trip around the world (193®) Hirschfeld had travelled frequently
throughout Europe for lectures abroad, and we unethat we do not know all the local
reports and reactions to these events. We geetbntiits of our language skills, too. In
Europe alone we would have to search from Mosco8p@in. For his sojourns and his exile
in Switzerland, Beat Frischknecht managed to fimédaundance of detaité Hirschfeld’s
traces in India were followed by Veronika Fuechfifer

Domestic Personnel

A bourgeois household before 1933 relied on domestisonnel. Searching for those persons
is extremely difficult, and only in cases of longw servants is there some hope for results. If
no names are known, sometime the old inhabitaaetfsters—kept by the local police—can
help. If domestic personnel lived in the houselaflthe master, they would be on his index
card. The same is true for tenants without a haaldatf their own, who had just rented one
room in a bigger flat.

Berlin’s inhabitant’s register is a special cabe: ¢riginal central card index at the Police
President’s office at Alexanderplatz was destrdygdire during the war. After the Second
World War, American occupation authorities ordetteslreconstruction of the card index
from duplicates kept at the local police precinéts. many local police stations had been
destroyed in wartime, there are necessarily huge gathe reconstructed card index. And it
is not in alphabetical order, but organized aceggdo the American soundex system. This
reconstructed card index can be consulted at thénE&tate Archive™ a special application
is needed, and there is a fee, even if the redgegds$ to nothing.

In the case of Hirschfeld, there is no index ceftd From the testament written in Nice we
knew two names: Hirschfeld’s personal servant leefa left Germany was Franz Wimmer,
and then there was the old cook, Hinrike/HenrikaftjeFriedrichs. We now know a bit more
about the two, though not enough. A few letterskanz Wimmer to Hirschfeld we got by
chance among the “additional itemsih an auction. Henny Friedrichs knew that Hirsthfe
wanted to pay her a small pension out of his estaie she tried to claim that pension from
the Nazi authorities. There are a large numbetltgranembers of the domestic personnel, of
which we only know the names, and sometimes wimat &f job they had. Some of the names
we were able to verify in the Berlin city directest®

In the course of our research, we got clues tliatraer domestic servant of the Institute was
still alive, but she lived a very remote life and@led contact. Given her increasing age, a
common friend eventually arranged for an “informaléeting (a pre-Christmas Carol singing
event). Thus, we had a chance to express our sttera more detailed conversation, which
she granted soon after. Adelheid Schulz—her maidene was Adelheid Rennhack—served
in the household of the Institute between 1928 388, and she turned out to be an
invaluable source of details from an everyday perspe>’ In addition, she had preserved a

*2 Frischknecht 2009, a comprehensive publicatidarthcoming.

>3 Fuechtner 2013, forthcoming

> http://www.landesarchiv-berlin.de/lab-neu/03_04.Ifast checked 28 May 2012)

* In this case, the about 35 “additional items”eoéld with a letter by Hirschfeld of 1905, turned asito be
even as interesting as the Hirschfeld letter itSdiere was correspondence about arrangementsctorés of
the SHC, and a few letters by clients of the lostitasking for medical advice.

% The historic Berlin city directories are availablaline: http://adressbuch.zlb.d@ast checked 28 May 2012)
" Ripa 2004, and Baumgardt 2003
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lot of letters, postcards, and photographs fronseéhgears, which she called the happiest time
of her life, because “I was respected there aswahubeing”. She was present when the
Institute was ransacked in May, 1933, and she ksta save a few items from the Institute.
Adelheid Schulz passed away four months beford @@th birthday. Her daughter and her
granddaughter gave us some of those items frormgtkute, some of them are now on
permanent loan in the Schwules Museum in Berlin.

P

Adelheid Schulz Explaining the Institute's Roomsind a Model of the Building. In Front: Her Granddater Alexandra Ripa.
© Manfred Baumgardt, Schwules Museum Berlin 2002

Contemporaries

One person who connected us directly with the 182@1930s was the German emigrant
gynaecologist Hans Lehfeldt (1899-1993), of NewR/@nly half a year after we had started
our work, he contacted us and offered a lecture hepily agreed, though we had no idea at
all whom he was nor what he really had to offeraAgung physician, Dr. Lehfeldt had
worked in one of the early Berlin birth controlrétis. He had been a member of the 1929
congress of the WLSR, became a good friend of Norhgire®® and was even closer with
Margaret Sangét—thus, he knew everyone personally whose nameggmattance we
carefully had to collect from the journals of tima¢. From then on, Hans Lehfeldt gave us a
lecture every year, and he was our honoured sergtisst when we opened our research unit
in summer, 199%°

The journalist Kristine von Soden, when researcliondner dissertation project on the birth
control clinics of the Weimar Repubfilgame across Erika Kwasnik in Denmark. Her
grandmother had done repair needlework for Hirddrdad for the Institute, and had taken

%8 | ehfeldt 1991

%9 Engelmann 1999/2000
0 Dose 1994

1 Soden 1988
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her little Erika with her many times. From Erika Esnik we got a report about her childhood
with “uncle Hirschfeld®® and a rare photograph from 1917 showing Hirschféth a crowd
of children of the domestic personnel under a @nas tree.

© Magnus-Hirschfeld-Gesellschaft e.V., B;arfin

Yet another contemporary we met thanks to Kristioie Soden was Lilo Laabs (born
Hehner). As a young professional woman, Miss Hehadrworked as a social worker with
the prostitutes at Alexanderplatz. From time toetishe had accompanied clients to the
Institute® Talking with her, she told us about a friend ofshef the same age, who in 1933
had studied languages in Paris. She could go batkoath between Berlin and Paris, and she
served at least once as a courier for Hirschfél@. i®2ver opened the packages which were
given to her in confidence. There was only one iséy@ could tell us about: a big lampshade
decorated with images from Pomerania. Hirschfeltldsked for that one because he longed
for something from his home. This lampshade, tas, yanished.

Actor Michael Rittermann (1910-1989)—he escaped\theis in 1938 from Austria—was

one of the first contemporaries whom we could . He had a first engagement in Berlin
around 1928. Being beginners, we only knew a femegof persons—mainly those of
elderly physicians. And, thus, our questions ditllead to much. Michael Rittermann
eventually burst out into: “Had | ever known thauywould ask me all this one day, | would
have taken some interest in those guys. See, yawasy then and only interested in holding
hands with Karl Giese and the other young onesigeting his rooms. These old chaps in the
Institute weren't of any interest.”

Quite a different kind of contemporary we would ddiked to have met—but he escaped. In
our first exhibit at the Berlin State Library in88* we showed as a key item a big
photograph of the ransacking of the Institute. ®@es two uniformed men in boots standing

62 Kwasnik 1985
63 sapparth 2000, Schmitt 2006
64 Baumgardt et al. 1985
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in a big heap of books, brochures, and journale @ay, an elderly gentleman had his
wife/partner take a photograph of him in frontloiktpicture. When they left, he told our
guard: “The left one [or did he say: the right dn&fthose two guys, that's me.” Before our
guard could recover from the shock, he had run aMaybe, one day, we can acquire that
photograph of 19857

Clients and Patients

In two cases, we were able to obtain personal mieshof Institute patients about their
treatment at the Institute.

Through a radio broadcast, a former Hirschfeldgmdtwho lived some place outside East
Berlin heard about us. Letters were exchanged,famd, time to time, telephone calls (at that
time between West Berlin and some places outsideBelin you still had to call the
switchboard and pre-announce your call, the ligelfittame hours later), and visits. Gerd
Katter, a trans* person in modern terms (f to ng peeserved some important proofs about
his treatment at the Institute, among those a Beecdransvestite pass”, which we got after
Katter passed away in 1985.

A more negative view on experiences at the Ingtitain be found in an interview that Rosa
von Praunheim conducted with Dr. Hanns G., who teeaager had been brought by his
father to Hirschfeld for examination and treatm&nt.

From Adelheid Schulz’ tales we knew that the paifitani Ebel had been a patient at the
Institute, but we did not have any vital dates. 8itefind some data at the archives of the East
Berlin Academy of Arts. Later, there was more frarfile at the State Archive—Toni Ebel

had claimed compensation as a Nazi victim. Butetleas nothing about the Institute or her
former existence as a man. Then, incidentally, etdrgormation that the State Archive kept
some 40.000 files about legal name changes inrBeeliween 1912 and 1945. Only about a
thousand of those names have been indexed sbéarest are waiting for processing. | could
not find the name of “Ebel” in the index book. Thiendly archivist suggested that | might
process the rest of the boxes, which | had to deckeeing my disappointed face, he himself
then opened one of those boxes and after ten nsicatee back with the sought-for file: it lay
on top of that box. In this file, there was anotbericulum vitae: this time written by
someone who was a male and had to argue why heavembe a woman. The complete story
is ready for publication, though still unpublished.

The story of “Dorchen”, who had lived at the Inst# for awhile and had worked in its
housekeeping, as well as those of many other pgatedrihe Institute, has been presented by
Rainer Herrn in his thorough study on transvesitit&sd transsexualism and the early sexual
science®’

Autobiographies
Autobiographies are always a good starting postpoag as one mistrusts all and every so-

called “dates” and “facts"—better check yoursetf Hirschfeld’s case we had his notes—
“Von Einst bis jetzt**— which give a lot of details about the homosexnavement, but

% More about this and other transvestite and transseatients of the Institute: Herrn 2005.
% praunheim, G. 1991

" Herrn 2005

% Hirschfeld 1986
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little about his private life. Then there is ant@hiographical sketch” in a sexological
handbook from the United Stat&sAbout his family background, there was a bit ia tttle
booklet published on the occasion of the 100tthday of his father Hermann Hirschfeld,
issued by Magnus together with his sister Franzigaan’® “Women East and West" too,
gives some biographic details; and in the coursmiobngoing research we have found
additional brief pieces.

Many of the prominent visitors of the Institute we@utobiographies, or had a biography
written about them. From those, we got at least erdary insights, and sometimes even
clues for estates where a search might be usefid .vé2ll-known example may be mentioned:
Christopher Isherwood. His autobiographical nd@ktistopher and His Kind reveals that

he had lived for awhile at the Institute; and ther@ names mentioned (like Erwin Hansen)
that cannot be found elsewhéreAny attempt to find out more details about his/staemed
useless. Allegedly, Isherwood himself has destrdjediiaries of those yeafsHuntington
Library staff kindly sent us a collection of Ishew®d’s photographs from Berlin.
Unfortunately, we could not identify anyone in tbgsctures, and there was no picture of the
Institute’s building. Much later we found out ttsatch photographs exist nevertheless: at least
one portrait of Karl Giese must be in Isherwoodipgrs.

This makes very clear that in spite of all of tiedkhelp by local archivists, personal
examination is crucial in the case of such papgendy the researcher himself/herself can
produce all the necessary associations in ordindamore stuff. This necessity, then, hints to
a general and structural problem: non-universityBGlhistory research simply is not funded
in a way that would make a three-week-trip to Logéles possible. Let's change that.

Bibliographies and Reception

When we started, there was no bibliography of Hiifsicl’s writing. James D. Steakley
provided a much needed first compilatiGn.know that this little book was at hand at the
help desk of the Berlin State Library. | remembenpwell the disappointed look in the faces
of the librarians on duty, when they learned thatnat only knew this booklet but had helped
to publish it, and were now searching for sometttivag was not in their book.

A complete bibliography (including reviews) is ktildesideratum. Jim Steakley’s database
for a second edition of his bibliography is growengd growing. A complete list of all the
expertise given in court by Hirschfeld and his eafjues from the Institute will never be
possible. Though the Hirschfeld Society was abl@dagome preliminary work on the
reception of Hirschfeld’s writings and theori@ghere is a lot of work still to be done.

9 “Hirschfeld, Magnus”, in: Robinson 1936, reprinied<atz 1975

0 Hirschfeld, Mann 1925

" Hirschfeld 1935; German ed.: Hirschfeld 1933, Etead. Hirschfeld 1938

2 Isherwood 1985

3 Page 1998 gives all the details about Isherwostd in Berlin.

" On the other hand, there is at least one dia@y88 in the library of the University of Tulsa, O#&s well as
additional photographs, which we were not ablehieck yet.
http://www.utulsa.edu/mcfarlin/speccoll/collectidisberwood/index.htnflast checked 28 May 2012)

> Steakley 1985, amended by Sigusch, Katzenbach 1996

"6 Cf. Seeck 2003
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Items Which Are Missing and Which We Are Looking Fo

From his world trip, Hirschfeld sometimes sent hatams he had collected locally.
According to Adelheid Schulz’ tales (confirmed kihers), there was a big Indonesian phallic
stone statue, which was displayed at the Institite. still chuckled about the faces of the
customs people when unpacking this item. Simplyabse of its weight the Nazis must have
had problems moving this statue. This one ismiifising, as well as many other objects from
the Institute. Among those missing objects is theraf a men’s house from New Guinea,
which had been in the Institute’s collection earllewas last seen seen in Nice in 1936, at
that time possessed by a certain “VB.” Where i, and where are all the other things that
“VB” had in his hands in 1936?

Some background information may be needed. Alepédiand visitors of the Institute were
asked to fill in the so-called Psycho-biologicalé3tionnaire. How many of these
guestionnaires existed is not clear. Ludwig Levyt gives a figure of some 40,000.
Hirschfeld mentioned in 1935 that it had been dmedb save those questionnaires from the
Nazis, and that Karl Giese could bring more th&9Q ,0f them to France. It is unclear where
they went. Presumably, many were destroyed, asi Nemwveau/Henrik Neugeboren (1901-
1959) noted in his diary, 14 February 1936:

Hirschfeld’s picture archive: Exactly eleven yeag® | had visited Magnus Hirschfeld
in Berlin, who has died recently in Nice, but diat have a chance to see his ill-reputed
collection.

And now, on my first night in N. [...], VB showed nitirschfeld’s complete picture
archive which had not been burnt in Berlin—as iswwaid—but was bought back by
H.’s lawyer for the immense sum of 35-40,000 M urttle condition that it was
brought out of the country.

| have never tried to understand how VB came tinéopossession of this part of the
estate [...] This whole heap was given to me as si,eworthless so that | should
make photo montages or whatever | wanted to daderior VB and for myself some
more or less well done montages,][kept about 50 for myself and gave back the rest.
VB gave me also a pornographic japan. woodprihg liark’, and possessed a lot of
most beautiful pornogr. kakemonos. — Before | modednstairs, | slept upstairs, [...]
under the magnificent entrance door of a Melanesian’s hous¥, which VB late had
to give back... Days and nights the many 100s a#dHin questionnaires were browsed,;
l, too, read a lot of them after strict confidemael been asked from me. [...] Much was
burnt; I myself put several filled waste paper leskgiven to me by VB for a last
search for “valuables” that might have gotten ititem in error, into the central heating
of the house. [...] It was said that all this hapgewgh approval of the French state
attorney’®

Marita Keilson-Lauritz and | recently detected théB” was the the painter and musician
Victor Bauer’® Maybe, the process how we traced “VB” within a thays correspondence is
of some interest. It started with a copy of my pdpethe conference on “Looted Books and
Libraries of Former Jewish Possession,” which | bawlt to Marita. The quotation above is
included in this paper. In Marita’s reply, she tddrme about a finding from the Internet. In

" This entrance door was demonstrated by Hirschéettle Arztliche Gesellschaft fiir Sexualwissenschafi
Eugenik early in 1914; cZeitschrift fir Sexualwissenschaftl914/15, 2, p. 79

8 Henri Nouveau, excerpts from an unpublished ,3agebuch®, cited in a catalogue: Antiquariat Bethar
Richter (1995): Sexualwissenschaft V perversioBeslin und Baden-Baden, at Nr. 203. My translation.
¥ Neumann 2011
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1994, a certain Eberhard Berger had written a dests@n on Henri Nouveau and his “sexual
diary"—when | read it later on, | found that it didt contain any helpful hints. In a second
message, Marita suggested checking “Viktor Bauszlgaper mill owner and antifascist,
because there were some connections between hitheupdliticians and Nazi-resisters
Theodor Haubach and Carlo Mierendorff, who on teele had contacts with the SHC.
Finally she added to the list a “Viktor BraunerRamanian surrealist, from the index of
Peter Gorsen’s book on “Sexualésthetik”. Brauneitdcbe excluded quickly—he had moved
to Bucharest in 1935 and therefore could not havegllin Nice in 1936. | could not find any
hints concerning Viktor Bausch in Nice. After | didt find anything on Google searching for
“Viktor Bausch” and “Nizza”, | omitted “Bausch” argkarched again for “Viktor” and
“Nizza”. This time, the websites of two art galksishowed up, representing a “Victor Bauer”
who was said to have been connected with WilheliotRa&nd Hirschfeld. Additional
literature searches quickly confirmed that Vict@uBr was “VB”. Alas, this did not solve the
mystery of Hirschfeld’s estate. The artist's widomho was a friend of the Hamburg sexual
scientist Hans Giese in the 1950s and 1960s, ashdikian part of the estate of her late
husband, had been his second wife; they were mlaafter WW II. She did not know (or did
not tell) anything about what happened in 1936.NAke not been able to determine the fate
of Victor Bauer’s first wife—a certain Irmgard Stiss.

There is more to do: Where are Hirschfeld’'s di&i@¢here are those items he put into the
storage room of Bedel & Co. in Paris?

Loose Ends

There are many more traces that we could not foloviar due to lack of time and money.
Here are a few examples. Someone should checlagierpof George Sylvester Viereck.
There was not only a friendship with Hirschfeldt Bn acquaintance with his sister
Franziska, too. The evil role Viereck played asaiNepresentative in the United States
makes this research even more necessary.

Even the papers collected by Erwin J. HaeberldiArchive for Sexolog{ have not been
read completely. With respect to the InstituteSexual Science there are papers of Harry
Benjamin, of Bernhard Schapiro, and of Ludwig Lexgnz®*

Finally, there was a newsreel showing Hirschfeldiolw was made in New York early in
December 1930 by Fox Movietone. This newsreel wesesied shortly before Christmas
1930 in New York City at the “Embassy” theatre, bat nationwide. The newsreel seems to
be lost, since very few copies may have existed, \Boo knows%

Conclusion
Reviewing some thirty years of research on theesaMagnus Hirschfeld and of the

Institute for Sexual Science, there is a very sampkult: one thing leads to another. Any
found bit of information includes some kind of exttetail which at the moment may not

8 http://www.ub.hu-berlin.de/literatur-suchen/samngan/historische-und-spezialsammlungen-der-
bibliothek/bestaende-der-historischen-und-speziatsiungen-der-bibliothek/hhand:http://www?2.hu-
berlin.de/sexology(last checked 29.05.2012)

81 For my paper about Bernhard Schapiro, | used dfdirigs of the Archive for Sexology some years ago.
(Dose 2000). As a result of this publication, we agditional parts of the papers of Bernhard Salodipdm his
son, Raphael Schapiro.

82 30 far, | have checked with: Moving Image Rese&@olection (MIRC), University of South Carolina;
UCLA Film and Television archive; Academy of Moti®¥cture Arts and Sciences; ITNsource.com
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mean anything, because a name or a place doesgyatrtany association, or because there
are no material resources, or because archivates@xist but have not been catalogued (or
digitized), or because the Internet does not exist

Therefore, the overall rule is: write down and keafe any bit of information. The next
generation of researchers could just need thidesohgtail to be successful. Mary (Maria)
Saran, Max Hodann’s first wife, choose as the fiteher autobiographiever Give UJ®
That is a good motto for our work, too.

8 saran 1976
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